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Notes on Writing Essays
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You cannot change the subjects selected at the time of application.

The essays must be written in Microsoft Word. However, any version of Word is acceptable.
Create one file for each subject. You have to submit three files in total.

The file name should be like the examinee’s number(subject name).

For example, if the examinee’s number is 9999 and the essay subject is farm management, the file
name will be 9999(farm management).

Page setup should be A4 paper, portrait, horizontal, 30 lines, font size 11pt.

Write the subject name and your examinee’s number on the first line of the first page of the essay.
If figures are used, they should be pasted into the text as images.

If tables and mathematical formulas are used, they should be pasted as images into the text or
created with Word’s table and equation creation functions.

Do not include any information that could identify the examinee (e.g., the examinee’s name) in
the file name or in the essay. Any mention of such information will result in disqualification.
Documents and materials referred to in the essay should be listed at the end.

Documents and materials referred to in the essay must be those that have been publicly published.
All quotations from literature should be distinguished by using quotation marks ("") and the source
of the quotation should be clearly indicated.

No advice or corrections should be received from others in writing the essay.

No questions regarding the content of the essay assignments will be accepted.

Either Japanese or English may be used in writing the essay.

End of the Notes
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Answer 3 of the following 6 questions that you chose when you filled out your admission

application.
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1. Farm Management

Discuss, with examples, the importance of balancing economic and social values in farm
business and the measures to achieve it. Answers should be 3-4 pages on A4 paper, including

the list of references.
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2. Economics
Explain the economic surplus, then evaluate by using economic surplus the agricultural related policy

which you think most important. Your answer should be prepared within 3 pages including references.
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3. Agricultural Economics

Answer either one of the following two questions. You may use figures and/or tables. Your

answer sheets, including figures, tables, and the list of references and additional information,

should not exceed three pages of A4 paper.

Question 3-1
Set up your agricultural economic themes and discuss them regarding novel proteins

alternative to livestock-oriented proteins.

Question 3-2
Discuss from a microeconomic perspective the effects of introducing the so-called smart

agricultural technologies on productivity improvements.
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4. Agricultural Policy

Taking one country (or region), evaluate its agricultural policies. Your answer should be

within 3 pages including a list of references.
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5. Agricultural History

Taking the “agricultural revolution” in one country (or region) in the modern era as a case




study, discuss its characteristics in relation to the capital accumulation process. You may
choose any country (or region). Be sure to refer or cite academic articles, and the bibliographic
information of them should be clearly indicated. Your answer should be no more than 3 pages

of A4 paper, including a list of references.
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6. Rural Development

Answer all the following three questions related to crop insurance, a major form of insurance in
agriculture (the term of ‘kyosai’ is also used for insurance in Japan). Your answer should be about
three pages long including the list of references of academic papers, books and webpages at the end

of the answer.

6-1. Take a typical crop insurance scheme as an example and explain its role and significance of for

small-scale family farms.

6-2. There are two important economic theories related with insurance, which are moral hazard and

adverse selection. They are helpful in understanding the problems inherent in crop insurance. Explain



the problems of moral hazard and adverse selection in crop insurance by using the term [information
asymmetry], and describe how to mitigate them. The answer should be written for the problems caused

by moral hazard and adverse selection respectively.

6-3. In developing countries, other problems than those caused by moral hazard and adverse selection
asked in Question 6-2 often hinder the diffusion or stability of crop insurance. Explain administrator
(supply) side problems and user (demand) side problems in crop insurance in developing countries

respectively.



