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Notes on Writing Essays
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You cannot change the subjects selected at the time of application.

The essays must be written in Microsoft Word. However, any version of Word is acceptable.
Create one file for each subject. You have to submit three files in total.

The file name should be like the examinee’s number(subject name).

For example, if the examinee’s number is 9999 and the essay subject is farm management, the file
name will be 9999(farm management).

Page setup should be A4 paper, portrait, horizontal, 30 lines, font size 11pt.

Write the subject name and your examinee’s number on the first line of the first page of the essay.
If figures are used, they should be pasted into the text as images.

If tables and mathematical formulas are used, they should be pasted as images into the text or
created with Word’s table and equation creation functions.

Do not include any information that could identify the examinee (e.g., the examinee’s name) in
the file name or in the essay. Any mention of such information will result in disqualification.
Documents and materials referred to in the essay should be listed at the end.

Documents and materials referred to in the essay must be those that have been publicly published.
All quotations from literature should be distinguished by using quotation marks ("") and the source
of the quotation should be clearly indicated.

No advice or corrections should be received from others in writing the essay.

No questions regarding the content of the essay assignments will be accepted.

Either Japanese or English may be used in writing the essay.

End of the Notes
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Answer 3 of the following 6 questions that you chose when you filled out your admission

application.
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1. Farm Management

While there are many indicators of sustainability, devise your own indicator that can effectively assess
the sustainability of farm business. Then discuss the characteristics, strengths, and weaknesses of the

indicator. Your answer should be prepared in 2-4 pages of A4 paper including a list of references.
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2. Economics
Discuss from a microeconomic perspective the competition in a market where two firms with the same
production technology supply a homogenous good. Your answer should be prepared within 3 pages of

A4 paper, including a list of references.
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3. Agricultural Economics

Describe the current situation and challenges regarding food security in your country. Discuss what
policies are needed to address those issues. And explain what considerations should be taken into
account in doing so, such as healthy diet, climate change, biodiversity, and others. A list of references
should be included at the end of the text, and your answers should be prepared within 3 pages of A4

paper, including the list of references.
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4. Agricultural Policy

Foreign labor is being introduced in the agricultural sector of developed countries including Japan.
Explain the reasons why this situation occurs. Also, describe your thoughts on the use of foreign labor
in the agricultural sector, mentioning its advantages and disadvantages. Your answer should be

prepared in 2-3 pages of A4 paper including a list of references.

5. e

1 20EZHEF & LY BFc, B —#iH o558 %E»REME S X RNt
MEIC KT L 7B Ic oW T, BEENARBIR» ORI v, 2O, YikE O FHH 23
EHRTED XS RN THENTH 2D ONTHEEZ M Z R v, R o EH i
TEIGEATE, SELMELTHRT 2L, EEISEGR) A 2E50T A4 H
M3 ==Y DINTIERT 2 2 &,

5. Agricultural History

Taking one country as a case study, discuss the impact of rural-urban labor migration on agricultural
and rural social structures from a historical perspective. In doing so, comment on how the case of the
country in question is unique compared to other countries. You can choose any country for comparison.

Be sure to provide references. Your answer should be prepared within 3 pages of A4 paper, including
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the list of references.
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6. Rural Development

The percentage of poor households in rural areas of Region M in Country A, a developing country, is
60%, and the government of Country A has decided to eliminate poverty by implementing a new
"unconditional cash transfer program" for rural areas in Region M. Under this program, a certain
amount of money is deposited into a registered mobile phone account every month. Unconditional
Cash Transfer (UCT) is a form of social assistance program in which the government provides
unconditional cash transfers to target households. Unlike Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT), UCT is
characterized by the fact that it is not conditioned on the recipient's specific behavior or the fulfillment
of certain criteria. Answer the following questions, citing references where necessary. Answers should

be prepared within 3 pages of A4 paper, excluding the list of references cited.



1. 10,000 households live in the rural areas of Region M. Thirty percent of them, or 3,000 households,
will be selected for the UTC program in February 2024 and will receive cash benefits over a 24-month
period from March 2024 to February 2026. Since the effectiveness of the UCT program is expected to
vary depending on how the targets are selected, suggest several ways to select the targets and compare
the expected effectiveness. In comparing the target selection methods, the feasibility of each method
should also be discussed.

2. The government of Country A decides to implement UCT instead of CCT. Imagine and describe the
reasons for choosing UCT instead of CCT.

3. Will the effects of the UCT program persist after the two years of cash transfers are completed?
Give reasons why you think the effects will be sustained and reasons why you think it will be difficult
to sustain the effects. Then, discuss the conditions and policies needed to enhance the sustainability of

the effects of the UTC program.



