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Notes on Writing Essays
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You cannot change the subjects selected at the time of application.

The essays must be written in Microsoft Word. However, any version of Word is acceptable.
Create one file for each subject. You have to submit three files in total.

The file name should be like the examinee’s number(subject name).

For example, if the examinee’s number is 9999 and the essay subject is farm management, the file
name will be 9999(farm management).

Page setup should be A4 paper, portrait, horizontal, 30 lines, font size 11pt.

Write the subject name and your examinee’s number on the first line of the first page of the essay.
If figures are used, they should be pasted into the text as images.

If tables and mathematical formulas are used, they should be pasted as images into the text or
created with Word’s table and equation creation functions.

Do not include any information that could identify the examinee (e.g., the examinee’s name) in
the file name or in the essay. Any mention of such information will result in disqualification.
Documents and materials referred to in the essay should be listed at the end.

Documents and materials referred to in the essay must be those that have been publicly published.
All quotations from literature should be distinguished by using quotation marks ("") and the source
of the quotation should be clearly indicated.

No advice or corrections should be received from others in writing the essay.

No questions regarding the content of the essay assignments will be accepted.

Either Japanese or English may be used in writing the essay.

End of the Notes
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Answer 3 of the following 6 questions that you chose when you filled out your admission

application.
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1. Farm Management

Agriculture with low environmental impact does not necessarily mean sustainable agriculture. Discuss
the conditions for a farm business that adopts farming with low environmental impact to be a
sustainable farm business from a farm management perspective, giving specific examples. Your

answer should be prepared in 2-4 pages including a list of references.
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2. Economics
Discuss product differentiation from the viewpoint of economic theory.

Your answer should be prepared within 3 pages including a list of references.
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FAO et al. (2022) The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2022
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0639en/cc0639%en.pdf
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3. Agricultural Economics

Read carefully the following report and discuss current food policy issues.

FAO et al. (2022) The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2022
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0639en/cc0639en.pdf

You can cite references other than this FAO report in your answer. A list of those references should be

clearly indicated at the end of the text. Make your answer within 3 pages including the list of references.
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4. Agricultural Policy

Rapid economic growth in a given society creates a productivity gap between the agricultural and
industrial sectors, resulting in social inequalities in that society. What policy measures should be taken
on this issue? Describe your ideas, mentioning their advantages and disadvantages. Your answer

should be prepared in 2-3 pages including a list of references.
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5. Agricultural History

Taking a specific region (country) as an example, 1) explain the introduction process of a modern land
ownership system. Then, 2) discuss the impact of the introduction of the modern land ownership
system on capital accumulation in the region (country). Your answer should be prepared within 3 pages

including a list of references.
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6. Rural Development

Consider a cabbage-producing farmer A in Village Z, a rural village in Country X, a developing
country before cell phones became widespread. This farmer harvests cabbage every morning during
the cabbage harvest season and sells the harvested cabbage. Assume that cabbage is a perishable
vegetable and that all cabbage that is not sold by the end of the day is discarded. There are three
channels for selling cabbage. The first and second sales channels are to bring the cabbage to the
consumer market in City K, 5 km away from Village Z, by the farmer himself. In this case, the farmer
must bear the transportation cost of t $/kg. Note that $ here represents the unit of currency of Country
X. The market price on that day is not known to the farmer until he arrives at the market, but let us
assume that it is p $/kg. In the first sales channel, the farmer sells cabbage directly to consumers. The
selling price is p $/kg, the day’s market price. The second sales channel is the case where the farmer
sells cabbage to retailers in the market. Note that there are many retailers that deal with cabbage in the
market, In this case, the selling price is 80% of the day's market price. The third sales channel is the
case where the farmer sells cabbage at the farmgate to collector B, who comes to Village Z from City
M, the capital of Country X. City M and Village Z are 40 km apart, and collector B delivers vegetables
to a major supermarket in City M. Collector B's purchase price q $/kg is determined through
negotiations with farmer A. During the negotiations, farmer A does not know p $/kg, the day’s price
in the consumer market in City K, and collector B explains to farmer A that q = 0.8p. Based on the
above description, answer the following questions, citing references as necessary. Answers should not

exceed 3 pages of A4 paper, excluding the list of references cited.

QI Let us call the first sales channel “selling to consumers at the market,” the second “selling to
retailers at the market,” and the third “selling to a collector at the farmgate.” Assume that farmer A
chooses one of the three sales channels every morning after harvesting cabbage. Discuss the conditions
under which each channel is chosen. If necessary, make your own assumptions about the conditions
that are not mentioned above as appropriate. Use the following keywords appropriately in your

discussion. Risk, transaction costs, information asymmetry, opportunity cost, and product quality.

Q2 The problem with the third sales channel “selling to collectors at the farmgate” is that from Farmer
A's perspective, collector B does not always come to buy cabbage on the day he wants to sell cabbage
to collector B. From collector B's perspective, when he visits Farmer A, there is not always cabbage
for sale on that day. To solve this problem, both parties consider entering into a contract. Consider the

design of the contract such that neither party has any incentive to break the contract on their own.

Q3 Subsequently, cell phones have become available in rural areas in Country X. Consider how farmer

A's choice of sales channel would change if it were possible for him to use his cell phone to contact



retailers at the consumer market in City K, collector B in City M, and other value chain actors.



