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On the entrance examination

1. Examination Procedure

Please check the application guidelines for information on the procedure of entrance examination. The
application guidelines can be found on the website of the Graduate School of Agricultural and Life Sciences
(https://www.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp/grad/grad _applicants2.html).

The exam of our department consists of foreign language examination and specialized subject examination.
The former uses the TOEFL (TOEFL-iBT or TOEFL-iBT Home Edition) score to be submitted in advance
and the latter is based on essays to be submitted in advance and an online oral examination on the essays.
Specialized subjects are selected at the time of application. Depending on the number of applicants, pre-

selection may be conducted based on the submitted documents. Please refer to the application guideline for
details on how the entrance examination is conducted.

2. Submission of Application Forms

Please use the web-based application system linked from the above-mentioned graduate school website.
The web application system is scheduled to be available soon.

Before submitting your application, we recommend that you contact or consult with the faculty
member you wish to apply to as your academic advisor regarding your future research interests and

plans.

3. Obtaining past entrance examination questions

How to obtain the past entrance examination questions (for the Master’s program) is explained in the
application guidelines mentioned above. For the Ph.D. program, a collection of past entrance examination
questions is available for borrowing at the Educational Affairs Section counter of the Student Service Center
on the 1st floor of Building No. 3 of the Faculty of Agriculture. Please make your own copies and return them
to the counter. However, since the entrance examination conducted in the academic year of 2020 (entrance
examination 2021), our department’s specialized subject examinations have been conducted through essays
and oral examinations; therefore, copies are not available at the “Copy Center” listed in the application
guidelines. If you need entrance exam questions after 2020, please contact Sakurai (takeshi-sakurai@g.ecc.u-
tokyo.ac.jp), the head of graduate program.

4. Results of past examinations
The table below shows the number of applicants, accepted applicants, and admitted applicants for the
Master’s Program in the past 8 years.

Applicants Accepted Applicants Admitted Applicants
el e e Rl e e e P e

2016 7 17 24 6 10 16 5 10 15
2017 5 12 17 3 5 8 3 5 8
2018 2 19 21 2 10 12 2 9 11
2019 7 18 25 7 8 15 7 6 13
2020 7 13 20 6 4 10 4 5

2021 8 12 20 4 5 9 3 5 8
2022 13 15 28 11 8 19 10 7 17
2023 11 10 21 10 7 17 9 7 16

Note: This figure includes the number of international students (special selection) inside. As of May 2023, the number of
enrolled master’s students is 38 and that of doctoral students is 25, the total of which 32 are international students.
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On the graduate program

5. Curriculum
(1) Seminars and lectures

Reading seminars, thesis guidance seminars, and intensive lectures (as a rule, intensive lectures are taught
by outside part-time lecturers). Lectures provided by other graduate schools (Graduate School of Economics,
Graduate School of Public Policy, etc.) are also available.

(2) Minor

Students may choose a minor in addition to their major (i.e. agricultural and resource economics).
Completion of the major, earning credits in the minor, and passing its final examination are the requirements
for completion of the minor. However, students majoring in agricultural and resource economics do not often
select a minor. (https://www.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp/grad/grad_subcourse.html)

(3) Agricocoon

This is a cross-disciplinary graduate education program combining lectures, exercises, and
practical training. There are “Food Science Forum Group,” “Global Agriculture and Culture Forum
Group,” “Biomass Utilization in Agricultural Sciences Forum Group,” “Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Restoration Forum Group,” “Agro-Information Forum Group,” and “Effect of Radioactivity in
Agriculture Forum Group. (http://www.age.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp/)

(4) Leading Program for Doctoral Education, World-leading Innovative Graduate Study Program
These programs are designed to nurture students to become internationally recognized expert leaders
(doctors) by completing the respective programs while maintaining their registration in the Department of
Agricultural and Resource Economics.
WINGS-GLAFS (http://www.glafs.u-tokyo.ac.jp/)
WINGS-SAP (https://utsaep.wixsite.com/site)

(5) Selection of Courses and Writing of Thesis
Students are assigned to a laboratory and choose courses to take based on the advice of their
academic advisors. In order to fulfill the number of credits required for completion, students
must take not only reading seminars and thesis guidance seminars offered in their
laboratories, but also intensive lectures, lectures and seminars offered in other laboratories
and other graduate schools.
While taking lectures and seminars, students write their master’s thesis under the advice of
their academic advisors.
In order to complete the master’s program, students must be enrolled in the program for at
least two years, earn at least 30 credits, have their thesis examined, and pass a final
examination.
Master’s thesis: for a list of themes in the past five years, please refer to p.13-14.

(6) Others
Nokei Open Seminar: Seminars are held irregularly and attended by researchers from outside the
department and the university. (http://www.ec.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp/openseminar.html)


https://www.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp/grad/grad_subcourse.html
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6. Career paths of students who have completed the master's program
Some students go on to doctoral programs, while others find employment. Employment opportunities are
diverse.

*  Main career paths in the past 5 years

Doctoral program of this department, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries, Sansei Kokusai, Mitsubishi UFJ Bank, JA Zen-Noh, Japan Association of Regional
Banks, The Norinchukin Bank, Development Bank of Japan, Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Bank, Nippon
Keidanren, Kubota Corporation, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, Macromill, Japan Finance Corporation, Concord,
Marubeni, Data 4cs, Japan TCS, MinebeaMitsumi, Qunie Corporation, Financial Services Agency, Nippon
Koei, NHK, Nomura Securities, NTT Docomo, McKinsey & Company, Septeni, Mizuho Research &
Technologies, etc.

7. Scholarship
The following are responsible for scholarships. In addition to these scholarships, there are other
programs within the university that you can apply for after enrollment, such as the Graduate
School of International Excellence listed above, which include financial assistance.
Japan Student Services Organization Scholarship: Graduate Student Section, Academic
Affairs Division, Graduate School of Agricultural and Life Sciences
Scholarship for International Students: International Student Section, Academic Affairs
Division, Department of Agricultural Sciences

8. Inquiries on the entrance examination

Prof. Takeshi SAKURAL, the head of graduate program, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics.
Email: takeshi-sakurai@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Phone: +81-3-5841-5463

9. Q&A

(1) Is it possible to enroll in the program while working?

If you are working at a government office, school, or company at the time of application and expect
to continue working after the enrollment, you may be admitted through the Special Selection for
Employed, but you must remain employed after the enrollment. If you plan to leave your job after
the enrollment, please apply for the General Selection.
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Farm Business Management and Rural Development

Our research area covers various issues of management within agriculture and related businesses as
well as the surrounding regional economy, society, and environment. Management refers to developing
strategies, forming organizations, and conducting effective and efficient actions in order to achieve
individual and public goals. These include actions that are carried out within various input and output
markets where diverse private and public players behave for their different purposes. These activities also
need to be carried out by other members of the organization through the direction of managers. For that
reason, the research on management includes both business environment management and organization
management. By balancing them—although they often conflict with each other—, the growth and stability
of organizations can be achieved.

Our research approach emphasizes how firms can make an adaptive strategy to the changing socio-
economic circumstances, build and control appropriate organizations and, achieve sustainable development
of economic activities. We employ theories and methodologies of business management research and related
economics based on a fieldwork approach. Our research field includes rural and urban areas in Asia,
America, and Europe. We value not only solving each country’s practical problems but also gaining deep
insight into international and theoretical contributions through our research.

We research the following topics mainly through a fieldwork approach:
+ Strategic management in farm business
» Organization and human resource management in farm business
+ Marketing and branding of agricultural products
+ Information, technology, and knowledge management in farm business
- Sustainable rural development in the less favored areas
» Farm business and land use in peri-urban and urban agriculture

Contact

Professor: Akira KIMININAMI (akira@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp)
Associate Professor: Hironori YAGI (youken@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp)
HP : http://webpark2076.sakura.ne.jp/index.html
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Agricultural Structure and Policy Laboratory

Since the formation of modern nation-states, agriculture has been heavily influenced by policies. This was
the case in advanced capitalist economies, developing countries, and former socialist states. On the other
hand, with the establishment of the WTO system at the end of the 20th century and the all-out expansion
of globalization in the fields of food and agriculture, the State-assisted paradigm has changed significantly.
What would be the consequences? The stance of the Agricultural Structure and Policy Laboratory is to try
to elucidate these problems from a socio-economic framework while paying attention to historical
perspectives.

The first feature of our laboratory is to understand policies from the perspective of local farmers and rural
communities. We will clarify how policies are actually working in rural areas and what causes problems, if
any. Based on this, we make suggestions for policy improvements. This also means investigating the socio-
economic structure of rural areas. Our laboratory has a tradition of conducting field surveys to grasp the
actual situation of the local area based on statistical understanding of structures using census.

The second feature of our laboratory is to position current issues in a historical context, to posit the
"trajectory”" along which the issues have evolved and developed, and to describe them accurately. For
example, in understanding the nature of the state, which is closely related to agricultural policy, we attach
great importance to the historical perspective that the mode of transition from feudalism to capitalism,
especially the mode of dissolution and survival of rural communities, has had a great impact on the
structure of rural society, including the farmland system. The same is true for regional analysis within the
same country, and we emphasize the regularity of natural and historical initial conditions.

The third feature is that we are paying attention to the peculiarities of each country and region that emerge
by interweaving the weft of "structure" and the warp of "history." This means that the emphasis is on
recognizing the individuality of the object of analysis. Through detailed examination, it becomes possible to
extract the commonality and universality of how problems appear. And we will make efforts to position the
above-mentioned problems within the overall socio-economic framework, rather than concluding them
within the domain of agriculture and rural society. This means an attempt to broadly perceive society as a
whole through the small 'window' of agricultural issues.

The basic stance of this laboratory is to clarify the specificity of the subject of analysis and find universality
in it by accurately describing regional problems from two different perspectives, "structure" and "history."
The ultimate goal is to evaluate policies with a focus on the context of their development process.

Research topics

+ Farm structure problem: Census analysis, Development of community farming, Corporate entry into
agriculture, Farmland use adjustment based on rural community

+ Farmland system: Farmland policy development process, Urban planning system and farmland system,
Absentee landowner problem, Farmland intermediary management organization

+ Agricultural policy formation and transformation process: Rice paddy field policy, Management issues of
land improvement districts, Agricultural Basic Law and budgetary measures, Policy making process,
Domestic measures

+ Foreign agriculture and Comparative agricultural policy: Formation process of British Rural Policy,
Common Agricultural Policy Reform, International comparison of counter-urbanization, Farm structural
comparison between Japan and China

* Foreign agricultural workers and the immigration system: Conditions for establishment of capital-wage-
labor relations in agriculture, International labor migration

» Local public finance and budgetary measures for agricultural policy: Rural public finance, Local fiscal
equalization, Implementation process of municipal agricultural policy, National agricultural budget,
Budget and Settlement.

Contact
ANDO Mitsuyoshi, Professor, ando@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
KOJIMA Daizo, Associate Professor, akojima@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Website: http://park.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/agripo/
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BEEHE
Laboratory of Agricultural History

The Laboratory of Agricultural History conducts studies on agriculture, rural society, and local communities
from a historical perspective. These studies, on the one hand, tasks us with exploring the historical
background of agricultural problems by tracing how the agricultural and rural problems that are the subject
of studies on current problems have been historically formed and restructured. On the other hand, it is a
challenge to identify the differences with contemporary society by clarifying the realities of the livelihoods
and everyday lives of people who once lived in rural areas, and by reconstructing their sense of norms and
the principles rural society.

Paradoxically, the study of agricultural history is a study to reflect on the "present time" in which we live.
In other words, agricultural history study is an attempt to understand the historical consciousness that
each researcher unconsciously acquires by becoming self-reflective and relativistic.

To this end, we emphasize a long-term perspective from the Middle Ages to the modern and contemporary
periods. And we use the method of comparative analysis to analyze regions such as Japan, Korea, and India.
In addition, we also try to engage in academic exchanges with related fields such as environmental history
and dietary history.

In today's urbanized and industrialized society, we believe that it is deeply significant to study agriculture,
rural society, and regional society from a historical perspective.

Laboratory and Seminar Management Policy

The methodological feature of our research on agricultural history is that while economics is the foundation
of our research, we attempt to approach the subject by incorporating various analytical methods from other
social science fields such as sociology, political science, and sociology of law, as well as from the humanities
such as history, folklore, and anthropology. Participants in the seminars include not only graduate students
from the Agricultural History Laboratory and the Department of Agricultural Economics, but also graduate
students and researchers from other graduate schools and universities.

The seminar participants' research fields, time periods, and regions covered are diverse, and through the
seminars, they will be exposed to a variety of analytical perspectives and methodologies, which will provide
them with an opportunity to objectively grasp their own research issues and find paths to solving them.

Research Themes

* History of dietary habits in Japan: Comparison of the relationship between production and consumption
in Japan, Europe, China, and India

- Comparative rural social history of Japan, Korea, and India : Research on social cohesion (township and
county) beyond the realm of the village

+ Modern Rural History of Korea : Colonial power and village order, the process of reorganization of river
use order, rural sanitation and agricultural education

+ A Historical Study of Japanese Rural Society : Study on the Formation Process of Villages, Adoption and
Villages, and Peasant Shareholding

+ Rural Families and Women

Contact

Professor Takeshi Matsumoto (amat@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp)
Laboratory HP: http://park.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/aghist/
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RS FUE
Laboratory of Agricultural and Developing Economics

The global economy is highly interconnected, with events influencing each other in complex ways. When
analyzing an economic phenomenon, it is important to consider the interrelationships and linkages behind
it, as well as economic theory. The research agenda of the Laboratory of Agricultural and Development
Economics is to examine various economic phenomena and changes through the use of economic theory and
quantitative methods. We believe that it is crucial for students to have the freedom to choose their research
topics from a broad perspective, and for students and researchers to engage in in-depth discussions of each
other's research.

One of the main research areas in our laboratory is economic development, which requires a combination
of micro and macro perspectives. It is common for the analytical methods and approaches of a given period
to become outdated, so it is essential to have a broad knowledge base and solid academic foundation, coupled
with creative thinking backed up by this knowledge, in order to address long-term issues.

Our specific research topics include the relationship between the rural-agricultural sectors and economic
development within a country, international interdependence among countries at different stages of
development, labor and land adjustment issues in agriculture, agricultural trade structures and policies,
and the analysis of agriculture and the environment. Our research combines both micro and macro
perspectives and is grounded in empirical analysis, always keeping real-world problems in mind.

Laboratory and seminar policy

Our laboratory and seminar policy allows students to freely choose their research topics, as long as they
involve economic analysis. The choice of research theme is an integral part of the research process, and
requires extensive study and research to develop problem-finding skills and identify important issues.

To achieve this, students must master the methods of microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics.
We recommend taking advantage of the programs offered by the Graduate School of Economics, in addition
to our department's seminars. Our laboratory offers two types of seminars: a text reading seminar, and a
thesis guidance seminar. In the thesis guidance seminar, students pursue their research themes and receive
comments and suggestions from participants to improve their research. Prior to the seminar, participants
read the presented paper and related literature to evaluate the contribution of the research to the field and
examine the paper critically to identify areas for improvement. Through this process, students work on
their own research themes.

Once again, there are no restrictions on the choice of research topic, as long as it involves economic analysis
and is relevant to the field.

Research topics

- Agricultural trade and global value chains

- Food security

- Environmental and agricultural policy

- Demand analysis of milk and dairy products

- Economic analysis of production uncertainty in Japanese rice

- Economic analysis of agricultural finance

- Econometric analysis of agricultural export promotion
Effect of climate change on agricultural production, income and poverty
Poverty and vulnerability analysis in developing country.

Contact information

SAITO Katsuhiro, Professor (katsuhirosaito@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp)

KAWASAKI Kentaro, Associate Professor (kawasaki-kentaro@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp)
Laboratory HP: http://park.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/agriecon/index.html
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Laboratory of Food and Resource Economics

Our Mission

Agriculture has two major roles. One is to produce food, which is essential for our survival. The other
is to manage the environment and resources, such as water and land, that form the basis of our comfortable
lives. Agriculture provides us with value that cannot be fully measured by GDP. In recent years, there has
also been growing interest in the impact of climate change on agricultural production.

The Laboratory of Food and Resource Economics conducts research and education in a wide range of
fields, from agriculture, food, and rural issues to environmental and resource issues in Japan and around
the world, based on neo-classical economic theory and utilizing statistical and econometric methods. We
would like to envision our way of life while considering the various aspects of modern agriculture and food
industry. The motto of our laboratory is "warm heart and cool head".

Research Policy

Our laboratory consists of two research teams, the Food Economics Team (FT) and the Resource
Economics Team (RT). The FT studies issues related to the food system and food safety issues, while the RT
studies issues related to land, water, and other resources and the environment. In both teams, much of the
research focuses on evaluation and analysis of institutions, organizations, and policies. When economically
scrutinizing agriculture and food systems, the FT focuses on the downstream area of the systems, while the
RT focuses on the upstream area. Agriculture, however, cannot be discussed in isolation in either sector, so
both teams focus on entire agriculture as their research subject. The graduate students are always engaged
in active discussions and information exchange across teams, which gives them the opportunity to gain
broad knowledge on agriculture, food, and rural issues. This integration of upstream and downstream
research is extremely useful in gaining a deeper understanding of contemporary agriculture and food
systems particularly in evaluating and designing policies.

The graduate students in both teams are encouraged to conduct field research, but we ask them to
keep in mind that they must maintain a coherent approach balanced between theoretical thinking,
recognition for reality, and statistical confirmation in their research.

Research Themes

[Food Economics Team]

® Development of a dualistic model of food choice

® Research on consumer preferences for food values

® Nutrient intake and food purchasing behavior in Japan

® Time-series analysis of stock price fluctuations of food system-related companies
® KEconomic analysis of food safety systems

[Resource Economics Team]

® Design and data-based evaluation of new policies for food, agriculture, and rural areas

® Research on the evolution of national use and maintenance of agricultural water systems and
Institutional issues

® Research on measuring the effectiveness of resource management policies in agriculture and rural areas

® Research on productivity improvement of Japanese agriculture using micro data

® Research on collaboration with local governments on resource management in agriculture and rural
areas

Faculty Members

NAKASHIMA Yasuhiro, Professor (nakashima60@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp)
NAKATANTI Tomoaki, Associate Professor (atn@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp)
Lab's web page: http://frec.ec.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp
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B BR SRipTIiE
Laboratory of Rural Development Finance

Rural development finance is a combination of two words: rural development and rural finance. Rural
development aims to improve the incomes and livelihoods of rural households through economic
development in rural areas of developing countries. Its academic research is tasked with elucidating the
mechanisms, constraints, and support measures for income and livelihood improvement, and contributing
to policy making. Funds are needed for development. Therefore, research on rural finance is an inseparable
part of rural development research.

The foundation for our research in rural development finance is economics, and our analytical methods
include statistics and econometrics. This is common with other laboratories in the Department of
Agricultural and Resource Economics.

By the way, rural development sounds like the intervention of outsiders, such as governments of
developing countries, international aid organizations, and NGOs, but it is not. Rural development also
includes voluntary activities by rural residents themselves and farmers’ organizations. Because it is not
limited to development assistance, the scope of rural development research extends not only to the
developing today’s developing countries, but also to the period when Japan, Europe, and the United States
were still developing. The same applies to rural finance, which includes not only formal financial
instruments (savings, credit, insurance, pensions, etc.) provided by banks, credit unions, NGOs, etc., but
also informal financial instruments (ROSCA, lending/borrowing, gifts, etc.) provided by rural residents
themselves. When rural development finance is defined in this way, the research question is about
technologies, institutions, and resources (e.g., agricultural production technologies, infrastructure such as
irrigation, roads, and communications, farmer organizations, microfinance, weather insurance, forest
resources, human resources, and education systems) that can affect the living standards (income,
consumption, health) of rural households The following are some examples of the types of technologies,
Institutions, and resources that can be used.

Field ideas are critically important when examining these rural research issues. We see fieldwork as an
excellent source of research material, and we are happy to assist graduate students in gaining experience
in many fieldwork projects and in producing excellent papers from them. We welcome students who wish
to study in our laboratory.

Research themes

Agricultural production risk and risk management
Impact of production shock on rural households’ welfare and its mitigation measures
Feasibility of index insurance in developing countries

Diffusion and adoption of agricultural technologies and their impact
Impact of rice technology adoption on poverty reduction in sub-Saharan Africa
Possibility of green revolution in Sub-Saharan Africa

Efficiency of agricultural market
Economic evaluation of agricultural value chain in sub-Saharan Africa
Comparative development of rice market in Africa, Asia, and Japan

Rural resource management
Collective irrigation management and its effect on agricultural productivity
Performance of participatory forest management in Nepal and India

Farmers organization
Issues in agricultural finance and cooperatives in Japan and future directions
Performance of agricultural cooperatives in Asian countries

Contact
SAKURAI Takeshi, Professor, takeshi-sakurai@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
YURUGI Takao, Associate Professor, yurugi@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Website: http:/park.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ruralfinance/
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List of master’s thesis topics for the past 5 years

Master’s thesis whose title is given in English is written in English.

2018

+ Productivity, weather shock risks, and weather index insurance of rice production in Ayeyarwady Delta,
Myanmar

» Impacts of upland rice farming on farmers' welfare in Madagascar

+ Improvement of Rice Milling Services and Its Impact on Millers’ Performance: A Case Study in Morogoro Region,
Tanzania Region, Tanzania

* Violence and Poverty Traps: An Assessment of the Impact of Post-Election Violence on the Welfare Dynamics
of Rural Households in Kenya.
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2019

+ Improving Rice Farmers’ Productivity in Sub Saharan Africa: An Impact Evaluation of JICA’s Intervention in
Mwea Irrigation Scheme, Kenya.

* The Impact of Tourism on Agriculture: a case study of Irish Potatoes in Rwanda

* The Factors Influencing Fresh E-commerce Consumers’ Purchasing Intention in Beijing, and the Analysis of
the Developing Strategy of the Company, JD.com

* Vegetable production and its impact on smallholder farmers’ livelihoods: The case of the central highlands of
Madagascar
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2020

- Diversification in crop-livestock farming systems and effects on farm household livelihoods in Benin

* Long-term impact of Language-in-Education Policy on Literacy, Education and Welfare in Ghana

* Performance of Tank Irrigation System and Its Determinants: The Case of Tamil Nadu in India

» Determinants of junior high school students’ educational aspiration: A case study of China

+ Examining the factors which have influence on the scale of rice farming: A prefectural panel data analysis
focusing on Japanese rice insurance program

+ Impact of Husbands’ and Wives’ Risk Preference, Bargaining power on Technology Adoption: The Case in Rural
Madagascar

- Analysis of the Current Business Situation and Sustainable Development Strategy of Shanghai Leisure Farms
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2021

+ How did COVID-19 affect rural Myanmar? - Impact analysis using delinquency data of a microfinance
institution -

* Polygamy and Agricultural Efficiency: Evidence from Burkina Faso

+ Economic Impact of African Swine Fever Outbreak in China: Focusing on the Differences between Pork-
exporting and Pork-importing Provinces.
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2022
+ The impact of market-oriented extension on smallholder farmers in Burkina Faso
- The Differentials of Live-streaming Characteristics on China’s Fruit Market Prices: Comparison of Producers
and Professional Live-streaming Hosts
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